John Whitmire

1. Do you have an Arts & Culture policy plan or policy statement?
If so, please send a copy.

At this time | have not published policy plans or statements on any issue, but my
thoughts on Arts & Culture are the city of Houston should 1) continue to increase
exposure to the arts and cultural events throughout the city; 2) foster the growth of a
strong arts community that truly reflects Houston’s diversity; and 3) use
City-controlled funds to leverage more state, federal, and private sector funding for
the arts. | am especially interested in providing young Houstonians with the
opportunity to experience and participate in diverse artistic and cultural experiences.

2. How do you personally participate in the arts and culture both in
Houston and when traveling?

As my schedule allows, | enjoy attending arts events. While traveling to Chicago, |
was able to see “Hamilton,” but visiting museums here at home is a pleasure.

3. What specific strategies would your administration undertake to ensure
the growth and stability of the creative sector?

First, my administration will continue to support Houston-based artists through HAA
grants and will actively seek additional state and federal support. Second, we will
work to include more representatives from Houston'’s diverse communities in the
grant selection process and encourage individual artists and groups throughout
Houston to seek funds. Third, we will work to involve the arts and design community
in more City projects. Finally, we will work to encourage public-private partnerships
to increase the amount of funding that is available to the Houston arts and creative
community and do what we can to stimulate the continued philanthropic support of
the arts.

4. What opportunities exist for Houston’s artists and creative community
to work more closely with city departments?



We should include art and design early in almost everything the City does. By
working with Houston’s arts and creative community, we can improve the experience
people have when coming in contact with the City.

5. The amount of public funding for the arts through grants is currently
limited to HOT funds. Would you consider any additional funding
mechanisms and if so, please explain?

In addition to HOT funds, there are funds for civic art collected through the Civic Art
Ordinance. Currently, only vertical projects are eligible for civic art funds; we should
consider including some horizontal projects. We will also encourage the private
sector to include more art in their projects.

6. Which recommendations would you prioritize from the FY22 Mayor’s
Office of Cultural Affairs (MOCA) Equity Review?

| will prioritize inclusion and transparency — widening who benefits from the City’s
programs (both those who create and those who experience art) and ensuring
Houstonians can see how their City funds are being spent and how we are
progressing in achieving our diversity goals.
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