Robin Williams

1. Do you have an Arts & Culture policy plan or policy statement?
If so, please send a copy.

| currently do not have an Arts & Culture policy but | have openly supported various
artists. | will stand and fight for artists publicly.

2. How do you personally participate in the arts and culture both in
Houston and when traveling?

| have always been enamored by the arts and the cultures that created it.
Throughout my campaign | have hosted “poetry slams” and spoke at different
cultural festivals. Providing artists with a platform to express or share their
gifts/talents is imperative to my campaign. While traveling, | am instantly drawn
towards local artists and their stories. | try to “purchase with a purpose” and pay
artists their desired fee. Many artists work full time on their crafts and take pride in
building up their image.

3. What specific strategies would your administration undertake to ensure
the growth and stability of the creative sector?

| currently have an amazing poet on my team and | understand the magnitude of
growing the creative sector at city hall. “Earl The Poet” has set the tempo for future
artists to join my administration. Houston is full of dynamic artists and | plan on
weaving artists into every aspect of different cultures. In addition, Houston is the
most diverse city in the United States. | truly believe in the culture and the different
“fruits it bears”

4. What opportunities exist for Houston’s artists and creative community
to work more closely with city departments?

City hall currently has a poet position available. However, | plan on expanding
opportunities for local artists. In addition, providing new incentives for artists joining
my administration. Having an artist to articulate the concerns of mental health, crime,



flooding, and homelessness can bring awareness that changes need to happen.

. The amount of public funding for the arts through grants is currently
limited to HOT funds. Would you consider any additional funding
mechanisms and if so, please explain?

Yes, | would add additional funding to the arts. However, | would honestly have to
review the budget to ensure that every organization is granted the proper funds.

. Which recommendations would you prioritize from the FY22 Mayor’s
Office of Cultural Affairs (MOCA) Equity Review?

Artist demographics, gender, ethnicity, program changes that have an impact on
artist opportunities, and the collection process of the civic art collection are
recommendations that | would prioritize from the FY22 MOCA review.
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